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The return is yet vague. Tomorrow I go to Trans-Jordan, to
end that farce. It makes me feel like a baby-killer. The last
two months I've been in the Red Sea, and things are not ended
there. I'd like to come home before ending them: if I am to end
them. So perhaps at the end of October? God knows.

The preface1 I have now forgotten all the sense and shape of,
except that it was too long. As it is forgotten it must have been
light, and little-thought-on. Aden is not good for work: and I'd
written a good one in London after seeing the collection, and left
it buried somewhere. However I hope the show goes well. Pre-
faces are only excuses (by the salesman) for charging a shilling for
the catalogue.

What more? Nothing. I'm bored stiff: and very tired, and a
little ill, and sorry to see how mean some people I wanted to
respect have grown. The war was good by drawing over our
depths that hot surface wish to do or win something. So the cargo
of the ship was unseen, and not thought of. This life goes on till
February 28 next year. Au Voir                                           TEL

[I have been allowed, by the Colonial Office, to make use of
the first two paragraphs of the following confidential report.
The remainder of the document, dealing largely with the financial
affairs of Trans-Jordan, afforded less scope for Lawrence's
humour, which was entirely at the expense of the British and not
of the Arabs, who, as he reported, were doing very well with the
means at their disposal.]

147: COLONEL LAWRENCE'S REPORT OF TRANS-JORDAN
24/10/21
I went over to Amman on October 12th to enquire into the
present position there.
(l)   BRITISH UNITS
The Armoured Cars were not fit for use. We obtained them
1 Lawrence wrote a preface to the Catalogue of Kennington's show of Arab portraits
at the Leicester Galleries.